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INVENTORY OIF FOREIGN SEEDS AND PLANTS,

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT.

The present inventory consists almost entirely of a continuation of
the list of garden vegetables, fruits, forage plants, and ornamentals
secured by Mr. Walter T. Swingle, A gricultural Explorer of this Depart-
ment, in France, ltaly, and Algeria. These represent a careful selec-
tion of the newer and more promising varieties and species recently
introduced into cultivation, which seemed worthy of being tested in
the United States. An extensive series of varieties of the European
grape, which would come numerically in this inventory, is to be issued
separately. Cuttings are not available for general distribution, having
been imported in quantities sufficient only to permit. tests which are
being made in cooperation with the Division of Pomology at various
points in the South Atlantic States, Louisiana, and Kansas. An impor-
tation of ten tons of seed rice, secured by Prof. S. A. Knapp from the
island of Kiushu, Japan, appears under No. 1962, but the fruit trees
and ornamentals obtained by him arrived much later, and an inventory
of them will be published hereafter. There are also some varieties of
interest, particularly for the subtropical parts of the country and the
* newer insular possessions, sent from the West Indies by the Hon.
Barbour Lathrop and Mr. D. G. Fairchild, while on their way to South
America.

It will, of course, be readily understood by all who examine these

inventories that the values of the various importations are extremely
-unequal. Some may prove of technical interest merely, while others
will bave far-reaching commercial importance. For example, the Turke-
stan alfalfa distributed last year bids fair to extend materially the
range of cultivation of this valuable crop, the recently imported sort
having proved more resistant both to cold and to drought than the
variety previously in cultivation in the West.

It is not to be expected that all the species or varicties secured by
our agricultural explorers will prove to be entirely new to specialists
or dealers. Many plants have been imported and tested heretofore
without any permanent record as to results. We are intentionally
securing small quantities of the seeds of many such species, either to
permit tests by some improved methods of culture or for distribution
to parts of the country where experiments have not been made. Fur-
thermore, specialists in various crops often apply for imported seed of
well-known plants, in order to ascertain by careful comparative tests
the existence of differences in vigor or other qualities, some of which,
though inconspicuous, are economically of great importance. It should
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be remembered, for instance, that many plants cultivated only in an
unimproved form in this country have been subjected in Europe to long
and careful selection, by which improved strains have been developed.
Thus, Mr. Swingle found that the American cottonwood has become
one of the most important forest trees of France, where the selected
varieties are always grown from cuttings.

Some applicants have sent in requests for long lists of seeds. While
there is no desire to limit the nwmber which properly equipped experi-
menters may receive, our correspondents are requested to bear in mind
that the seeds and plants listed in these inventories are not a part of
the Congressional seed distribution; they are imported for the State
experiment stations and for such private experimenters as are known
to be fully capable of growing them with the best possible results. As
a rule they are not secured in amounts sufficient for general distribu-
tion, and many have already been distributed.

It is requested that in all cases our numbers be recorded by the
experimenter for use in reporting the results and also tfor permanent
reference. Our report blanks will bear numbers corresponding to those
of the inventory, so that the reports will enable us to bring together for
later transmission to our correspondents the results secured in all parts

of the country.
0. TI. Coox,

Special Agent in charge of Seed and DPlant Introduction.

WASHINGTON, D. C., November 3, 1899.

INVENTORY.
1901. MUSA ROSACEA. Banana.
I'rom France. Received throngh Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898, (2 pack-

ages.)

An ornamental banana, with medinm-sized leaves, at lirst violet nnderneath,
afterwards glaucous-green. The plants arc from 3 to 12 feet high. [t does not bear
edible fruit. Introduced into Lurope from Mauritius in 1805. As vigorous and
hardy as M. paradisicaea; is called M. discolor by gardeners. Inflorescence straight,
with beautiful rose-colored deciduous spathes; flowers orange-yellow.

1902. ASPARAGUS MEDEOLOIDES. Asparagus.
From Irance. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898, (5 pack-
ages.)

An ornamental cvergreen climber {rom the Cape, grown in cold house; § to 6 feet
high. Ialse leaves cordate ovate 4 to 1} inches long, | to % inch wide; flowers
fragrant; should be tried in the open in Florida and California.

1903. DPASSIFLORA SICYOIDEN (?). Passion flower.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898, (2 pack-
ages. )

A very beautiful Mexican vine, with fine amethyst flowers produced in profusion;
cold-bouse plant; should be tried in the Sonth. (. «cerijolia lort.)
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The passion vines or granadillas are mostly perennial, ornamental climbers, having
curiously formed flowers, often fragrant and very beautiful. About 120 species are
known, of which some half dozen are commonly grown for ornament, either because
of their flowers or to cover arbors, and some dozen hear edible fruits called granadillas.
Our own Passiflora incarnaia, which grows wild in all the southeastern States and
ranges as far north as Virginia and Missouri, bears small oval frnits, which are called
maypops, and are, when fully ripe, not bad eating. The Dbest granadillas are
D. quadrangularis, I’. edulis, I’. macrocarpa, and . laurifolia. These fruits are much
esteemed in the Tropics. They should be tried in all frost-frec regions. Hybrids of
the edible species should be produced if possible. (See Nos. 1978 and 2229.)

1904. PASSIFLORA ALATA. Passion flower.
From I'rance. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898, (1 pack-
age.)

An ornamental vine, native of Peru; has ovate cordate leaves; should be cut
down to the root each year after tlowering. I'lowers deep crimson, having coronal
rays variegated with purple, crimson, and white. IFruit cdible; one of the so-called
granadillas. May be grafted on . coerulea.

1905. DPASSIFLORA ALBA. Passion flower.

I'rom Irance. Received through Mr. W. T, Swingle, December, 1898. (1 pack-
age.)
An ornamental Brazilian vine, bearing abundant pure white, somewhat malodorous
flowers, 2 to 3 inches in diameter. A hothouse species; should succeed in south
I'lorida, Hawaii, or Puerto Rico.

1906. PASSIFLORA EDULIS. Granadilla.
From I‘rance. Received through Mr. W. T, Swingle, December, 1898. (1 pack-
age.)

Native of Brazil, with odorous white flowers tinged with purple. It produces
violet edible fruits the size of asmall egg, called granadillas, more acid than No. 1909,
It is a perennial vine of rapid growth, having deeply cut leaves. Suitable for the
South, for California, and for the tropical possessions. Commonly cultivated in
Australia; there known as passion fruit.

1907. DPASSIFLORA FOETIDA. Passion flower.
I'rom France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (1 pack-
age.)

A Brazilian ornamental c¢limber, with white flowers having the coronal rays varie-
gated with purple and hlue.

1908. DPASSIFLORA NMERBERTIANA. Passion flower.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (1 pack-
age.)

An ornamental vine from Australia.

1909. DPASSIFLORA QUADRANGULARIS. Granadilla.
Irom France. Reccived through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (1 pack-
age.) :

A perennial vine, native of Peru, with stems 30 to 60 feet long; very ornamental;
flowers very odorous, 4 inches in diameter, with petals red inside, white without,
coronal rays of white variegated with violet.  Should be grown on a light soil and
be well watered. Fruits (granadillas) size of a cocoanut; the pulp eaten with
sugar or with sweetcned white wine. It must be artificially pollinated, and may be
grafted on I. coerulea. 1t is cultivated in many tropical countries, and in Jamaica
grows up to 3,000 feet altitnde.  For Hawaii and Puerto Rico.

1910. PANSIFLORA. Passion flower.
I'rom Franee. Received through Mr. W. T\ Swingle, December, 1898. (1 pack-
age. )

An unidentified species from Costa Rica.



1911. PASSIFLORA SUBEROSA. Passion flower.
From France. Received through Mr. W.T. Swingle, December, 1898. (1 pack-
age.)

A vine, native of Florida, having greenish flowers and purple fruits.

1912. PHYTOLACCA DIOICA. Bella sombra.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898, (2 pack-
ages.)

A tree, native of Japan, affording much shade, of very rapid growth, and half
hardy. Itis suitable for trial in the South. Called ¢ bella sombra” or ¢ belhambra.”

1913. CAESALPINIA GILLIESIL
From I'rance. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (2 pack-
ages.)

Native of Buenos Ayres; a leguminous shrub 3 to 6 feet high, bearing yellow
flowers with beautiful tufts of violet stamens. It is propagated from both cuttings
and seeds. Of value as an ornamental in the South.

1914. CAESALPINIA PULCHERRIMA.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (1 pack-
age.)

Native of India; a shrub 9 feet high; tender; bearing red flowers in beautiful
terminal clusters. Tt is fit for trial in Florida and California.

1915. T OINCIANA REGIA. Royal poinciana.
From France. Received through Mr. W, T. Swingle, December, 1898, (1 pack-
age.)

A most beautiful leguminous tree from Madagasear; well known in tropical Florida;
very sensitive to frost.

1916. PROTEA MELLIFERA.

From France. Reccived through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898, (1 pack-
age.)
Variety “alba.” (See No. 1917.)

1917. PROTEA MELLIFERA.
From France. Received through Mr. W.T. Swingle, December, 1898, (1 pack-
age.)
Variety “rubra.” A South African bush, uscful both as an ornamental and as a
bee plant. ¥or the South.

1918. TRACHELOSPERMUM.

From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (1 pack-
age.)
An ornamental apocynacceous shrub received as “Riynchospermuwm japonicum.”

1919. CAMPOMANESIA AROMATICA.

From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (1 pack-
age.)
A myrtaceous tree, native of the West Indies. Ornamental. For trial in the South.

1920. P’SIDIUM. Guava.
I'rom France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (1 pack-
age.)

Perhaps Campomancsia guariroba; received as ‘¢ Psidium guavirola,” a name we are
unable to verify. A small myrtaceous fruit tree for the South.



1921. PsIpDIUM. Guava.

From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898, as ¢ Psid-
ium sinense.” (2 packages.)

A small fruit tree for the South.

1922. PSIDIUM GUAJAVA. Guava.
From France. Received through Mr. W.T. Swingle, December, 1898, (3 pack-
ages.)

A shrub or small troe cultivated in Florida for its fruits, which are largely used
for making jellies and preserves; easily injured by frost.

1923. SACCHARUM OFFICINARUM. Sugar cane.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (2 pack-
ages.)

Should be planted to obtain new varieties.

1924. VANILLA AROMATICA. Vanilla.
From France. Reccived through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (1 pack-
age.)

A climbing orchid, native of Mexico, now widely cultivated in the Tropies for the
aromatic seed pods from which the well-known flavoring extract is derived. Itis
never grown commercially from sced, but from cuttings, and these seeds are for spec-
imens and for germination trials.

1925. COFFEA ARABICA. Coffee.
From France. Receivéd through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (3 pack-
ages.)

The .so-called ‘“maragogipe” varicty, originated in Brazil from the ordinary
Arabian coftee, but is of larger size and of more vigorous growth. It resembles also
the Liberian coffee tree in flourishing at low clevations and in resisting the Hemileia.

1926. MANIHOT GLAZIOVIL. Ceara rubber.
From I'rance.  Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (5 pack-
ages.)

The only rubber tree likely to succeed in Florida. Ceara rubber comes from a
semi-arid district on the Brazilian coast. It grows very rapidly; is killed by frost.
(See No. 1975.) Euphorbiaceous.

1927. ACANTHOPHOENIX CRINITA. Palm.

From France. Received through Mr. W, T. Swingle, December, 1898. (5 pack-
ages. )
An ornamental palm from the Seychelles; resembles .frece in habit. A beautiful
species, with graceful pinnatisect leaves, whitish beneath. The petioles and stems
are armed with long dark spines. It needs heat, humidity, and shade.

1928. DICTYOSPERMA ALBUM. Palm.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (5 pack-
ages.)

An ornamental palm from Mauritius, 30 feet high, having pinnatisect leaves 4 to 8
ieet long. The petioles are covered with a white tomentum. Requires a hot climate.

1929. DICTYOSPERMA RUBRUM. Palm.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (5 pack-
ages.)

An ornamental palm from the Seychelles. The leavesand petioles are tinged with
red when young.



1930. BACTRIS SETOSA. Palm.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898, (5 pack-
ages.)

An ornamental palm from Brazil with pinnatisect leaves.

1931. OCHAMAEROPS HUMILIS. Palm.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (5 pack-
ages.)

Variety ‘macrocarpa.” A form of the half-hardy dwarf fan palm of the Mediter-
ranean regions. (Sec No. 1932.)

1932. CHAMAEROPS HUMILIS. Palm.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898, (5 pack-
ages.)

Variety ¢ tomentosa.” Arborescent; leaves slightly tomentose.  This is a form of
the native dwart palm of the Mediterranean region.

1933. Co0COS BONNETI. Palm.
From France. Received through Mr. W, T. Swingle, December, 1898. (5 pack-
ages.)

An ornamental palm from South America; succeeds in the cold or temperate
house. May prove half-hardy.

1934. COCOS CAMPESTRIS. Palm.
From France. Received through Mr. W, T. Swingle, December, 1898, (5 pack-
ages.)

An ornamental palm from Brazil.

1935. C0oCOS COMOSA. Palm.

FFrom France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898, (5 pack-
ages.)

An ornamental palm from South America.

1936. CoC0OS CORONATA, Palm.
Irom France. Reccived throngh Mr. W, T. Swingle, December, 1898, (5 pack-
ages.)

An ornamental palm with rigid ascending leaves, snitable for greenhounses and con-
servatories. The leaves are arranged in a five-ranked spiral. [or IFlorida and
southern California.

1937. Cocos DATIL. Datil palm.
From France. Received through Mr, W. T. Swingle, December, 1898, (£ Hack-
ages.) -

A half-hardy palm from the Argentine Republic. The fruits are edible.

1938. CoCOS YATAY. Sago palm.

From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898, (5 pack-
ages.)

This is the South American sago palm. The kernels of the nuts are edible.

1939. CYCAS CIRCINALIS. Sago palm.

I'rom France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (5 pack-
ages. )

Native of India; grows 15 to 18 ft. high; more tender than . revoluta.  Sago palm
of Kast Indies. The commercial sago is manufactured frow the heart of this tree.



1940. CYCAS NORMANBYANA. Cycad.

From I'rance. Reeceived through Mr. W, T. Swingle, December, 1898. (5 pack-
ages.)

A palm-like ornamental plant from Australia.

1941. HOWEA BELMOREANA. Palm.
From France. Received throngh Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (5 pack-
ages.)

Native of Lord Howe's Island. It is a standard ornamental fan palm for house
culture,

1942, HEDYSCEPE CANTERBURYANA. Palm.
From France. Received through Mr. W.T. Swingle, December, 1898, (5 pack-
ages,)

A fan palm, native of Australia; one of the hardiest species.

1943. HOWEA FORSTERIANA. Palm.

From I'rance. Received through Mr. W.T. Swingle, December, 1898. (5 pack-
ages.)

A standard house palm; very beautiful. I‘rom Lord Howe’s Island.

1944. LATANIA COMMERSONII. Palm.

Irom IFrance. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (5 pack-
ages. )

“Latania borbonica erccte.” An ornamental ian palm from the Scychelles.

1945. LATANIA COMMERSONIL Palm.
I'rom France. Received throngh Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898,

Ilorm ealled Latania rubra.  An ornamental fan palm from the Seychelles.

1946. LIVISTONA ALTISSIMA. Palm.
I'rom Irance. Reccived through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898, (5 pack-
ages.)

An ornamental palm from the South DPuacific.

1947. LIVISTONA JENKINSIANA, Palm.
I'rom France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898, (5 pack-
ages,)

An ornamental hardy palm from the Ilimalayas.

1948. PANDANUS MACROCARPUS. Screw pine.

From France. Reccived throngh Mr. W.T. Swingle, December, 1898. (5 pack-
ages.)

An ornamental tree from New Caledonia.

1949. PHOENIX CANARIENSIS. Palm.

From I'rance.  Received through Mr. W, T. Swingle, December, 1898. (5 pack-
ages.)
i1

A fine ornamental, more hardy and more vigorous than the date palm. The fruit
is edible, but very insipid and dry. This paln, said to be the most beantiful and
most majestic of the half-hardy specics, is of very rapid growth. The trunk is often
3 to 4 feet in diameter, and has a great number of Iarge. gracefully curved leaves of
a clear deep green color.  If planted alone in a lawn it gives a most striking etfect.
This species is common in California. but is still insufliciently known in the Southern
States. It is propagated only by sceds.
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1950. PHOEl_\uX RECLINATA. © Palm.

From France. Received through Mr. W.T. Swingle, December, 1898, as Phoenix
senegalensis. (5 packages.)

An ornamental half-hardy palm for outdoor cultivation in Florida and southern
California. It hasaslender stem, often inclined, and handsome brilliant green leaves,
spiny at the bases. If grown in masses it produces a superb effect. It is propagated
by seeds and by suckers.

1951. PHOENIX. ‘ Palm.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 189%. (5 pack-
ages.)

Sent under name of ‘“Phoenix tomentosa.” An ornamental palm for subtropical
regions and for house cultivation.

1952. THRINAX. Palm.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898. (3 pack-
ages.)

Received under name of ¢“ Thrinax altissima.”

1953. SECHIUM EDULE. Chayotte.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898.

‘“Chonchoute,” or ¢ chayotte,” of Algeria. The plant is tender and must be pro-
tected from exposure to severe cold. It is a climbing cucurbit from Mexico, but
extensively grown in the West Indies and also in Algeria, The fruit.weighs from 1
to 3 pounds, and is eaten like the eggplant. It contains but one sced, and should be
planted whole. Thisplantis a valuable novelty, which should be planted all through
the South. (See No. 1401, inventory No. 2.)

1954. VITIS COIGNETIAE. Grape.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898.

‘“Precoce Caplat.” A sort originated from seed of Vitis coignetiae from Japan,
planted in 1885 by Mr. Caplat in Brittany. The vine is said to be the finest orna-
mental grape known, having leaves often of extraordinary size, some being 19 inches
long and 15 inches wide. The grapes are black, about 2/5 inch in diameter, and
are saidl to produce a fair wine. It is extremely early and very hardy, and grows
farther north than the ordinary Kuropean grape.

1955. VITIS PAGNUCCIL Grape.
From France. Received throngh Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898,

Early and very productive; of Chinese origin. The leaves are deeply lobed or
even palmately 3 to 5 foliate. It is the only true grape sometimes having compound
leaves. The fruit is said to be acid, maturing in October in the province of Shen-si,
where it is native.

1956. VITIs. Grape.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898.

Of Chinese origin; very late; leaves silvery below; adapted to hot countries.
Sent under the name of ¢ Vitis carrieri.”

1957. Viris. Grape.
From France. Received through Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 1898.

A new Chinese variety for the table, offered for the first time this year under the
name ‘‘L’Alengonnaise.” It is an entirely new strain of grapes. Originated by
M. Caplat from seeds sent him by M. Romanet du Caillaud as Iitis chensii (Chinese
““Ma nao pon tao”), from Shen-si. It is claimed to be an excellent table variety,
having small bunches of large grapes, 1/2 to 3/4 inch in diameter. Resistunce to
Phylloxera unknown. (See No. 1954.)
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1958. VITIS ROMANETI. ' Grape.

From France. Presented by M. Victor Caplat, of Damigny, France, through
Mr. W. T. Swingle; received December, 1898,

A Chinese grape having eurious red silky hairs ending in a gland scattered all
over the canes, petioles, and leaves. The leaves are large and cordate. It is from
Shen-si. The fruit is edible.

1959. ViITIs. . Grape.

I'rom I'rance. Presented by M. Victor Caplat, of Damigny, France. Received
throngh Mr. W. T. Swingle, December, 18958, under the name ¢ Spinovitis davidi.”

It has spiny branches and heart-shaped leaves. A rapid-growing vine of some
value for ornament.

1960. HEDYSARUM CORONARIUM. Sulla.

I'rom Italy. Presented by Dammann & Co., San Giovanni a Teduccio, near
Naples. (1 package.)

A perennial or biennial legume, native of southern Europe and northern Africa.
It is quite extensively cultivated in Algiers, Tunis, Malta, and Sicily. Sulla with-
stands slight frosts, but dies when the ground is frozen. It resembles alfalfa in

requiring Well- dmmed deep, and fertile 80115 but is a slower grower and of shorter
duration. Seed bhou]d be soevn in autumn, atb the rate of 15 to 20 pounds per acre.
The plants grow 4 to 6 feet high, and ave ready to cut for hay when in full bloom.
The hay has abont the same feeding value as that of begear weed.  Of possible value
for forage in Florida and along the Gulf coast. Sulla is an excellent honey plant.

1961. CUCuUMIS MELO. Winter muskmelon.

From Utah. Seeds of two specimens of the “Eden” variety presented oy Mr.
John F. Brown, Elgin, Utah. A winter variety. (See No. 2380.)

1962. ORYZA SATIVA. " Rice.

From Japan. Secured by Prof. S. A. Knapp from the island of Kiushu. Received
January, 1899.

In sending this importation Professor Knapp made the following brief report to
the Secretary of Agriculture:

“In accordance with your instructions, I went to Japan in September last and
commenced at once to investigate the rice product of that country, to secure the
best variety for our purpose. After an inspection of the rice fields and methods of
cultivation 1 spent several days at the Imperial College of Agriculture, examining
their experiments in varieties and in fertilizing, and also their lar oe collections of
varieties from all portions of the Empire. I then consulted with the principal
millers and exporters of rice at the treaty ports. DBy consensus of opinion it was
decided to purchase rice in the island of Kiushu, as furnishing the purest in variety
and best in quality. In making the selection the following points were observed:
(1) Nutritive and milling qualities; (2) uniformsize of kernel; (3) strength of straw.”

The whole amount (10 tons) has been distributed in the South. Arrangements
have been made to sceure additional seed for next year, as the experiment seews to
warrant a sccond distribution. (See Bul. 22, Division of Botany.)

1963. CORCHORUS CAPSULARIS. Jute.

Imported from Calcutta by Mr. Charles Richards Dodge, as special agent for tiber
investigations. (200 packages.)

It is an annual shrub, 8 to 15 feet high, native of India, and largely grown there
for the well-known and widely used jute fiber. It requires a rieh, well-drained soil,
with considerable moisture. Suitable for the rich bottom lands in Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, and Texas. The seed should be sown broadcast, in March or April, at the

rate of 12 to 15 pounds per acre, and harrowed in. The crop is ready to cut for fiber
when the seed pods are formed, usually within about 4 months from the time of
geeding. Jute has becn succusst'ully grown on rice and cotton lands from North
Carolina to Texas. Yields of 1) tons per acre have been obtained, about threc times
the average yield in India. The imports of jute into the United States in 1898
amounted to over 112,000 tons, valued at $2,500,000.
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1964. CORCHORUS OLITORIUS, * Jute.

Tmported from Calcutta by Mr, Charles Richards Dodge, as special agent for fiber
investigations. (150 packages.)
An annual, native of tropical Australia and southern Asia. It is cultivated in

India and supplies some of the jute fiber of commerce. It may be grown as a rota-
tion crop with rice. The cultivation is similar to that of No. 1963.

1965. MELINIS MINUTIFLORA. Molasses grass.

From Brazil. Presented by Senhor I. Nery da Fonseca, of i’ernambuco. (1
package.)

This is said to be the finest pasture grass in Brazil.  Should be tried in Florida.

1966. IPOMOEA BATATAS. Sweet potato.

IFrom Jamaica. Secured by Mr. D. G. Fairchild (No. 25) from the plantation of
Mur. J. T. Palache, near Mandeville.

“A short turnip-shaped sweet potiato, introduced very recently from DBarbados by
Mr. Palache and thought by him to be very promising—Dbetter than ‘Jersey sweet’
even, which is doubtful. Grown at 2,500 feet clevation.” Set out rooted sprouts in
ridges as soon as the ground is warm. Cultivate until the runners cover the space
between the ridges.

1967. IPOMOEA BATATAS. Sweet potato.

I"rom Jamaica. Secured by Mr. D. G. Fairchild (No. 27) from the plantation of
Mr. J.T. Palache, near Mandeville.

“A Barbados variety said to produce more heavily and to be of better quality
than the American varieties grown in Jamaica. Barbados sweet potatoes are famed
for quality here.”  (See No. 1966.)

1968.  IPOMOTA BATATAS. Sweet potato.

From Jamaica. Secured by Mr. D. G. Fairchild (No. 26) from the plantation of
Mr. J. 'T'. Palache, near Mandeville.

“A pink-skinned sweet potato, just introduced into Jamaica from Barbados, said
to be better here than even “Jersey sweet.” 1 judge that the roots are uniformly
smaller,  The Barbados sweet potatoes are noted in Jamaica.”  (Sce No. 1966.)

1969. DLIGHIA SATIDA. Akee.
From Jamaica. Secared by Mr. D. G. I"airchild. (1 package.)

“Cooked as a vegetable with fish.,” A tree of the family Sapindaceac; about 30
feet high, originally {rom tropical Africa, now widely cultivated in the West Indies
and South Ameriea.  The fruit is tleshy, reddish yellow, 3-sided, about 3 inches long
and 2 inches thick. When ripe it splits down the middle on each side, disclosing 3
shining black sceds horne on and partly surrounded by a white, spongy aril. This
aril is the portion of the fruit which is eaten. It has a fine flavor and is highly
esteemed.  Ior Puerto Rico and Hawaii.

1970. ATTALEA COHUNE. Coquito palm.

From Jamaica. Secured by Mr. D. G. Fairchild (No. 23) from the Castleton
Botanical Gardens.

“The Coqutito ov palma de aceite. Native in South Mexico and Guatemala. The
leaves are over 30 feet Tong. It is one of the most beautiful palms in the Tropies.”

1971. POSOQUERIA LONGIFLORA.

From Jamaica. Secured by Mr. D. G. Fairchild (No. 15) from the Castleton
Botanical Gardens. (1 package.)

A beantiful ornamental tree; 25 to 30 feet high, covered with long, white, fragrant
blossoms, followed by curious pods an inch in diameter. IFoliage beautiful dark
green.  Belongs to the famuly Rubiaceae. Plant in rieh soil and transplant. For
subtropical regions.






